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These Times Try 
Men's Consciences 


The Los Angeles Area Committee for 
Conscientious Objectors Bulletin recently 
carried an article entitled “‘These Are 
the Times That Try Men’s Consciences,” 
in which they pointed out the difficulties 
which several men are experiencing. 
The text of the article is as follows: 


“This week—a young man was re- 
leased after 16 months in the Florence, 
Arizona, prison—another young man 
who had filled out his final parole re- 
port (after prison in Tucson and La 
Tuna) and had received a new I-A, 
was transferred to Olive View with a 
severe case of tuberculosis—another 
young man whose conscientious objec- 
tion to all war was recognized by his 
hearing officer and denied by his ap- 
peal board was started over with a 
new I-A by his draft board—a young 
doctor who had given one year in CPS 
was ordered for induction into the 
army (and refused) when he said he 
believed in the brotherhood of man 
but would leave a description of God 
to others—and an 18-year-old who has 
for two years been widely known for 
his conscientious objection to capital 
punishment and war gets his first 
classification, I-A—Why?—For Jus- 
tice?” 





BEARD CAUSES FIRING 


A I-W was dismissed by his employer 
because he decided to grow a beard in 
accordance with his religious convictions. 
Before dismissal, a non-CO employee 
threatened to pull the beard out with a 
pliers. When the I-W offered no resist- 
ance, the would-be persecutor dropped his 
intentions in respect to the I-W’s sin- 
cerity. 


Brethren—Friends—Mennonites, Others, 
Protest Inaccurate CO Article 


In a letter signed jointly by the secretaries of their service agencies, 
the Brethren, Friends, and Mennonites protested to the Newsweek 
editors the “very inaccurate and misleading statements concerning con- 


scientious objectors in World War II” in the August 2 issue. 


The 


writers of the letter pointed out that they were “amazed to read that 


‘nearly 12,000 conchies’ were ‘a generally 
unruly lot.’”? Other groups and persons 
made similar protests. 

The joint letter also pointed out that 
while Monograph 11, published by Selec- 
tive Service, and entitled “Conscientious 
Objection,” points out the bad conduct 
of a small minority of conscientious ob- 
jectors, the same publication also com- 
mends in glowing terms the vast bulk 
of COs in World War II. 

The article to which they protested 
was from the August 2, 1954, Newsweek, 
page 74, and is as follows: 


“Several thousand conscientious ob- 
jectors served with distinction as non- 
combatant medical corpsmen during 
the second world war. Segregated in 
more than 150 work camps were, how- 
ever, nearly 12,000 other ‘conchies.’ 
They were a generally unruly lot. 
They set fires, put sand in the gas 
tanks of government vehicles, got 
drunk, ran up the Nazi flag, and in- 
decently exposed themselves. One 
frantic official called them ‘the most 
selfish group of men I have ever had 
dealings with.’ 

“During the Korean war, Congress 
decided to eliminate the camp pro- 
gram and the objectors were assigned 
to two years of working for ‘national 
health, safety, or interest in lieu of 
induction.’ At first, potential employ- 





ers were reluctant to take them on. 
This summer, however, hundreds of 
nonprofit agencies in 46 states were 
clamoring for them. Some 4,300 ob- 
jectors were hard at work in the 
United States and 89 foreign coun- 
tries. 

“Some are working as hospital psy- 
chologists, orderlies, and dishwashers. 
Others are scattered through chil- 
dren’s homes and 1,700 Federal, state, 
and private agencies. They are also 
engaged in village reconstruction proj- 
ects including those conducted by the 
Mennonites in Holland, Germany, and 
Greece. 

“Conscientious objectors continue 
firm in their refusal to do anything 
that will benefit the military, but they 
are willing to cooperate in programs 
beneficial to civilians. Many have vol- 
unteered to serve as medical guinea 
pigs for researchers in mental and 
physical diseases.” 


It is the judgment of many that News- 
week should be flooded with letters from 
constituents all over the country point- 
ing out the inaccuracy of their state- 
ment. Perhaps only such a reaction 
from the public as a whole would bring 
about a correction in some subsequent 
issue of the national publication. 
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HERE AND THERE 


Thirteen field offices are maintained by 
National Selective Service Headquarters 
in Bosten, New York, Philadelphia, Rich- 
mond, Atlanta, Cleveland, Chicago, Min- 
neapolis, Kansas City, Dallas, Denver, 
San Francisco, and Seattle. The direc- 
tors of these regional] field offices are 
responsible to General Hershey. They 
coordinate and oversee the work of state 
directors within their particular areas. 

+ * A * 

A Bibliography of Conscientious Ob- 
jection to War has been printed by the 
Central Committee for COs, 2006 Wal- 
nut St., Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania, 
and sells for 20¢. It is a selected list 
of 173 titles, well indexed and annotated, 
and contains notes on additional sources 
of information. 

A Catholic source, commenting on the 
Bibliography, suggested that the book 
omitted ‘““The Gospel of Peace’”’ by Father 
Hugo, which should be brought to the 
attention of Catholic readers. 

* cd * 


Coals of Fire, by Elizabeth Hersh- 
berger Bauman, is the title of a 128-page 
book received recently from the Herald 
Press, Scottdale, Pennsylvania. It is a 
Mennonite book which “tells the stories 
of men and women who have practiced 
doing good for evil. . . . These are the 
kind of stories that make you remember 
how you felt when the boy you detested 
in school gave you a piece of chocolate 
eake the day you forgot your lunch”. 

* x *” 


“Catholic Pacifism Against Commu- 
nist Violence” is the title of a recent 28- 
page release by the Council on War and 
Morality, a group of Catholics interested 
in conscientious objection. 





Drowning Takes 
Lives of Three I-Ws 


Three men in I-W service recently lost 
their lives by drowning—two while in 
Greece with a PAX unit, and one at 
Brattleboro, Vermont. On June 26, Clyde 
S. Landis, a Mennonite from Lancaster, 
Penna., was swimming with fellow I-Ws 
from Brattleboro Retreat Hospital. The 
accident occurred about 4:30 on a Sat- 
urday afternoon. He had been employed 
at Brattleboro since July 1, 1953. 


Eli M. Miller and Simon D. Miller suc- 
cumbed about 7:30 Friday evening, July 
23, near Panayitsa, Greece, where they 
had been working with the villagers in 
agricultural experiments, food preserva- 
tion, and nursing projects. Both men 
had been assigned to the Mennonite Cen- 
tral Committee and were under their 
PAX (peace) overseas program. They 
had worked at Backnang, Germany, be- 
fore going to Greece. Funeral services 
were held in their home communities on 
August 4. 

Eli Miller was from Fairbanks, Iowa, 
and belonged to the Conservative Amish 
Mennonite Church. He was assigned to 
MCC on March 24, 1953, and sailed for 
Europe shortly afterwards. Simon Mil- 
ler was from Kalona, Iowa, and belonged 
to the Old Order Amish group. He 
entered civilian work with the MCC the 
first of October, 1952, and also left for 
Europe within a few days. 

Of the five I-Ws who have lost their 
lives while in alternative service, four 
have died by drowning. 





HAVERFORD “STA” 
CURRICULUM GRADS 
MAY SERVE AS I-Ws 


According to recent information, it 
may be possible for graduates of Haver- 
ford College’s curriculum in Social and 
Technical Assistance (STA) to perform 
alternative service as I-Ws in certain 
African projects. Haverford College has 
stated it will do everything possible to 
make arrangements with local draft 
boards for COs who have graduated from 
this curriculum to receive the I-W classi- 
fication in connection with their work. 

The curriculum in Social and Techni- 
eal Assistance includes studies of needy 
areas, cultural and human relations, 
community development, and orientation 
courses in religious, economic and politi- 
cal factors of underdeveloped areas. It 
attempts to train qualified people to per- 
form adequately both technical and so- 
cial assistance around the world. 





12 CO “Guinea Pigs” 
Eat Atomic-Radiation 
Exposed Foods 


Twelve conscientious objectors who 
volunteered for medical experiments as 
part of their alternative service are to 
be “guinea pigs” in tests to determine 
the effects of food exposed to atomic 
radiation. The tests are under the joint 
sponsorship of scientists from the Uni- 
versity of Colorado and the Fitzsimmons 
Army Hospital in Denver. Seven COs 
have already been assigned by Selective 
Service to the University of Colorado 
and more than enough men have vol- 
unteered. 

The purposes of the tests are as fol- 
lows: (1) to better understand human 
nutritional needs, (2) to determine the 
nutritive value of foods exposed to ioniz- 
ing radiation, and (3) to develop better 
methods of preserving perishables. Only 
irradiated meat will be eaten at first. 
Later on, exposed liquids and vegetables 
will be added to the diet. Experimental 
laboratory animals have eaten such foods 
and have shown no ill effects. 

Seven men already assigned are Ken- 
neth E. Goertzen, 19, of Hampton, Nebr.; 
John W. Kroeker, 22, of Inman, Kans.; 
Wilfred Meyers, 18, of Sterling, Ohio; 
Eldon D. Miller, 20, of Albany, Oreg.; 
Harry W. Pankratz, 20, of Inola, Okla.; 
Lyle D. Roth, 19, of Chickley, Nebr.; and 
Arlie M. Thiessen, 21, of Conway, Kans. 
All but Meyers had been previously as- 
signed to Denver hospitals. 





Surgeon Slices Four-Inch 
Muscle Strip From CO 


The Des Moines, Iowa, Tribune, on 
June 21, reported that “Joe Noffsinger, 
21, of Akron, Ohio, recently permitted a 
scientist to slice a 4-inch strip of muscle 
from his thigh to aid the study of mus- 
cular dystrophy.” Noffsinger is one of 
nearly two dozen volunteers, Brethren 
and Mennonites, who have served thus 
far at the Nation Institutes of Health, 
Bethesda, Maryland. 

The Des Moines Tribune continues, 
“Right now, Noffsinger purposely is go- 
ing hungry on a special diet to aid the 
study of bone disease. Recently he un- 
derwent ten weeks of testing in the study 
of hardening of the arteries. Noffsing- 
er’s healthy body tells doctors things 
they cannot learn from sick persons.” 





“A car, a wife, and an airplane” are 
among the possessions of a I-W working 
in a general hospital, according to an- 
other CO in the same hospital. He is 
the object of real envy by the bachelors 
and the financially less able! 





Lawson Faces Possible 
Second Prosecution 

James M. Lawson, well-known Negro 
conscientious objector of the Methodist 
Church, has been reclassified I-A by his 
local draft board. This touches off a 
second round of trouble between Jim and 
the Selective Service System. Jim is 
presently a missionary in India with his 
denomination and until very recently 
was on parole. He was formerly a na- 
tional vice-president of the Methodist 
Youth Organization. 

In 1951, Lawson was unable to obtain 
a CO classification after having tempo- 
rarily refused to cooperate with his Ohio 
local draft board. He refused induction 
and was sentenced to 3 years of prison 
on April 24, 1951, the sentence being 
affirmed by the Court of Appeals. Grant- 
ed parole in April, 1952, he was then 
accepted as a foreign missionary by the 
Methodist Church. 

Until last April, Jim was under cus- 
tody of the court and therefore classified 
IV-F. Although he was given permis- 
sion to leave the U. S., his local board 
nevertheless classified him in I-A and 
Jim has appealed this classification. 
Further action on the appeal and hear- 
ing might be delayed until he has re- 
turned from India. 





VARIOUS LEGAL CASES 


Mrs. Jean Bradley of Solano County, 
California, is having difficulty in acquir- 
ing U. S. citizenship because of her con- 
scientious objection to war. 


’. ¢ *# 


Leo Glenn Baldwin, serving a year and 
a day sentence for refusing induction, 
was paroled from the Tucson Prison 
Camp the end of July. He is a member 
of the Church of Christ. 


* * * 


James M. Bolton, who recently was 
convicted a second time and sentenced to 
2 years probation, had his IV-F classifi- 
cation upheld by the state appeal board. 
Men under custody of a court are usually 
given a IV-F and cannot be inducted 
during such custody. 


*. * * 


Leon Silverman, who jeopardized his 
citizenship by not reporting for induc- 
tion while working in Israel (see July, 
1954, REPorRTER), was found guilty of 
refusing to submit for induction on 
July 21. The sentence has not been set 
and an appeal is being considered. 


Palmer Receives 
2nd Sentence 


T. Vail Palmer, a Quaker from near 
Philadelphia, was convicted a second time 
for violating the Draft Act and given a 
3-year probationary sentence and $500 
fine by Judge Allan K. Grim on August 
16. Palmer had also been sentenced to a 
year and a day in prison in 1950 for re- 
fusing to register for the draft. The 
recent conviction is being appealed. 

After being tried in October, 1953, 
Judge Grim denied a motion for acquit- 
tal on July i, 1954. At this time, the 
judge conceded that Palmer was a sin- 
cere CO, but that Palmer did not “appeal 
his I-A or otherwise exhaust his admin- 
istrative remedies,” and thus the induc- 
tion order could not be invalidated. 

Just before sentencing, both the Dep- 
uty State Director of Selective Service 
in Pennsylvania, Lt. Col. F. J. Graf, and 
the prosecuting attorney, Asst. U. S. At- 
torney G. C. Fogwell, asked that the 
maximum sentence (5 years in prison 
and a $10,000 fine) be given Palmer. 
Judge Grim stated that a prison sentence 
would serve no useful purpose in the case 
and therefore he would give a probation- 
ary sentence, but that Palmer should be 
given the $500 fine as punishment. 





SIMON FACES THIRD 
PROSECUTION 


Stephen Simon, a Quaker conscien- 
tious objector from Indiana, refused an 
order to report for induction on June 30. 
He had previously refused induction in 
1951, being sentenced to 2 years in 
prison, and also earlier refused to reg- 
ister, with a 90-day sentence and $100 
fine resulting in 1949. If Simon is again 
prosecuted, he will be the first person 
under the 1948 Draft Act to be prose- 
cuted three times. 





THIESEN NOT YET 
NATURALIZED 
John Thiesen, a member of the Men- 
nonite Brethren Church from Dinuba, 
Calif., is having difficulty obtaining U. S. 
citizenship because of his conscientious- 


objector convictions. The naturalization 


examiner recommended against citizen- 
ship. The same examiner did the same 
in the Arthur Jost case; however, Jost 
nevertheless is obtaining his citizenship 
subsequent to a “confession of error” 
by the U. S. Solicitor General when the 
case was being brought before the Su- 
preme Court. (See March, 1954, Re- 
PORTER.) 


Atkins Released After 
Longest Time in Prison 
Under 1948 Act 


Larry Atkins, of Baltimore, Md., was 
released on August 2 from the Federal 
Reformatory at Petersburg, Va., after 
serving more than 41% months. Sen- 
tenced to 4% years of prison for refus- 
ing to register, he was released because 
of the “good time” he had “earned” after 
having once been denied parole. This is 
the longest any CO has been in prison 
under the 1948 Draft Act. He is from 
an Episcopal background. 


DOTY BROTHERS APPEAL 
TO CIRCUIT COURT 


The four Doty brothers, Joel, Orin, 
Paul, and Sid, have appealed to the 
Eighth Circuit Court their two-year 
sentence for refusing induction, received 
last March 5. These cases will be 
watched with interest for seldom has 
the legality of second prosecutions been 
tested in the higher courts. Appeal 
problems and expenses are being handled 
through the Doty Appeal Committee, 
1563 Fairmont Ave., St. Paul 5, Minn. 


ARMY RELEASES LA ROSE 


Russell LaRose, a conscientious ob- 
jector from Wisconsin, was just released 
from the Army by a writ of habeas 
corpus. The court-ordered release was 
based on the fact that LaRose was not 
afforded an appeal to which he was 
legally entitled. He entered the Army 
with a I-A-O classification after being 
told by the state director that it was too 
late for an appeal. Sent to an artillery 
school by the Army, LaRose went AWOL 
after several months, was arrested by 
the FBI, and was held and charged by 
the Army as a deserter. It is reported 
that he was held in solitary confinement 
and severely beaten during his five 
months imprisonment in the stockade, 
before he was released and finally able 
to apply for the habeas corpus. 











CATHOLIC COs TO PRISON 


Two Catholic conscientious objectors, 
Arthur E. Duffy and George A. Lillis, 
were sentenced to prison for nine months 
on May 18, 1954, by Judge O. D. Hamlin 
of San Francisco. A third Catholic, 
James DeRyan, was found physically 
unacceptable at the induction center, at 
the time when Duffy and Lilis were 
refusing induction. The three men or- 
ganized the Council on War and Moral- 
ity, a Catholic peace group. 





Prosecution Lull 
Reported Due to 
“Cure Attempt 


A lull in COs’ prosecutions since last 
winter is due to the “government’s ef- 
forts to ‘cure’ the files” for the purpose 
of bringing about “the World War II 
climate,” when it was very difficult for 
a Selective Service defendant to win a 
case, according to a recent issue of the 
bulletin of the Los Angeles Area Com- 
mitteee for Conscientious Objectors. The 
LAACCO bulletin statement is as fol- 
lows: 


“The lull in prosecutions has been 
solely for the purpose of trying to 
bring the situation back to the W. W. 
II climate; when it was very difficult 
for a defendant to win. Now, it is 
very difficult for the government to 
win, the files of the registrants and 
the court decisions being what they 
are. The government’s efforts to ‘cure’ 
the files is presently being devoted 
largely to those of the JW (Jehovah’s 
Witnesses) registrants. 

“The government’s effort to change 
the present trend of court decisions is 
unrelenting, of course, and any suc- 
cess will be exploited. For example, 
on May 13, 1954, the Third Circuit 
(Penna. etc.) reversed a conviction of 
a JW but, in doing so unanimously 
stated that a full time JW minister is 
not entitled to the IV-D minister’s 
classification when he cannot also show 
he has a position similar to that of 
more orthodox ministers.” 





I-Ws SPARK ACTION AGAINST 
RECRUITMENT TACTICS 

Several COs assigned to civilian work 
in Brattleboro, Vermont, helped lead a 
movement to better enable high school 
students learn about all the provisions of 
the draft law. In the past, officers of 
the various armed services “enlightened” 
the students during compulsory assem- 
bly periods about the advantages of en- 
listing in their branches of the service. 

A controversy developed when protests 
of these talks were made by people in- 
terested in the principles of conscien- 
tious objection. The result is that the 
high school students will probably be 
impartially informed about the draft law 
and that military officers will not so 
likely be able to plead the advantages 
of life in the armed forces. 


Some I-Ws Fail to Understand 
Release Procedures 


Employers’ Releases Official; Local Board Notification 
May Follow Later 


On the basis of recent cases which 
came to the attention of NSBRO, the 
actual date of release from civilian work 
is a matter of uncertainty in the minds 
of some I-Ws, now in the process of be- 
ing released. A check has been made, 
and a I-W may regard himself as being 
released officially when his employer so 
informs him. It may take the local 
board several weeks, however, to offi- 
cially process the Form 154, which is the 
Selective Service notice of release. Some 
men have wondered if they were violat- 
ing the law, or were “AWOL,” if they 
were not on the job even after the em- 
ployers gave the release, when they had 
not received Form 154 from the local 
board. Selective Service has said that 
a man need have no fears once his em- 
ployer has given him his release. 

The uncertainty in the minds of I-Ws 
may be accounted for by the detailed 
processes of release. When National 
Selective Service authorizes an early re- 
lease (prior to end of two years), it 
notifies the state director of the state in 
which the I-W is employed. The state 
director in turn notifies the employer 
who determines the exact release date, 
which must be within a short period of 
time. The employer then contacts the 
state director, who in turn informs the 
state director in the registrant’s home 
state of the exact release date. _ The. di- 
rector of the home state then sends a 
notice of release to the local board, which 
is to issue the Forms 154. A lack of 
familiarity with this form, on the part 
of some local boards, seems to account 
for some delay. 


When COs have served two years in 
I-W, the release date is to originate with 
the state director of the state in which 
the I-W is working. The employer and 
director of the home state are notified, 
and then the local board follows through 
with the release form. 





NEFFSVILLE HOME SEEKS 
I-W CHILD WELFARE 
WORKER 


A married, I-W child welfare worker 
is needed to assist in administration of 
the Children’s Aid Society of the Church 
of the Brethren, located at Neffsville, 
Penna., in the southeast section of the 
state. Case study and visitation of chil- 
dren in foster homes is the work avail- 
able. Salary is comparable to other work- 
ers in this field. Contact either the 
Brethren Service Commission, 22: S. 
State St., Elgin, Ill., or Dr. F. K. Cassel, 
Children’s Aid Society, Church of the 
Brethren, Lititz, Penna. 





VIRGINIA DIRECTOR REPORTS 
35% OF ELIGIBLES FOUND IV-F 


In a news release in the Richmond 
Times-Dispatch of Wednesday, July 7, 
it was stated that “more Virginians 
have been deferred because of physical, 
mental, or moral reasons than have been 
drafted since the beginning of fighting 
in Korea in June, 1950.” Rejections run 
about 35 to 40% of all those called for 
examination. The average rejections for 
the whole country are “about one-third,” 
according to Selective Service reports. 
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